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VILLAGE OF HINCKLEY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

December 03, 2018 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kula at 7:04 PM. 
Present:  Chairman Russ Kula, Joan Umano, Gerald Bahl, and Danielle Marion.  Quorum Established.  
Absent:  Joe Edmeier and Rodney Davis.   
Also Present:  Village Clerk Elizabeth Losiniecki  

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The pledge to the flag was recited. 
 
COMMENTS FROM PERSONS PRESENT:   
None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Previous Meeting Minutes – 10/01/18 Presentation and Vote 
Joan Umano moved to approve the previous meeting minutes from November 5, 2018 and Russ Kula 
seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Umano-Aye, Marion-Aye, Bahl-Aye, Kula-Aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Chairman Kula stated that the order of business would be changed so that Mr. Steve Phillips could 
present first. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Guest Presentation – Steve Phillips, Lake County Grading 
Mr. Phillips stated that 10 lots had been sold to the developer.  He is working with ComEd for power to 
the new homes.  Three levels of power are needed – residential, street lights and lift stations.  
Chairman Kula inquired regarding NICOR and Mr. Phillips stated that all NICOR work completed in 
2006.  Mr. Phillips stated that he is having difficulty reaching Frontier and Mediacom regarding 
facilities.  A punch list review was conducted with EEI and the Village Attorney.  A portion of barricade 
was removed at the Sycamore Street entrance to allow traffic in to look but not as a throughway.  
Access will be staged during construction.  Surveyors will be out this week and next week.  
Infrastructure work will occur this winter and spring.  Ms. Umano asked which lots had been sold and 
Mr. Phillips stated that it was a block of lots in the center of the development but actual lots are 
negotiable.  Discussion followed regarding the private lake, homeowners association, parking on 
Sycamore Street, drainage, and driveways.  Mr. Phillips stated that bio swales and vegetation will be 
used in compliance with the clean water act to help cleanse the water.  He stated that lot 23 will be 
the location for the model home.  Discussion followed regarding the binder coat on the streets, 
landscaping and tree selection.  Mr. Phillips stated that he is the Vice President of the Wetlands 
Research Initiative and is a certified wetlands rehabilitationist.  He is trained in creating wetlands, 
mitigating flood water, nitrogen farming, and sanitary districts as it relates to lowering phosphorous 
and nitrogen loads.  He stated that Lake County Grading tries to be a “green developer”.  Mr. Kula 
inquired regarding basements and Mr. Phillips stated that it will be a choice for the homeowner.  
Average square feet of the homes will be over 2400 square feet with a price around $230,000.00.  Lot 
prices range from $23,000.00 to $33,000.00.  Additional questions followed regarding underground 
utilities, mailboxes, street lights, and advertising.  Mr. Phillips stated that he has a meeting with Mike 
Constant and Nancy Nelson next week.   
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OLD BUSINESS 
° Agenda item for discussion:  Tree City USA/Tree Ordinance 
Joan Umano stated that the Tree City Application is complete and submitted.  She stated that she 
joined the Arbor Day Foundation and received free trees that she donated to the Village.  Russ Kula 
will plant the trees (temporarily) in his yard for the winter.  This will allow the Village time to 
determine a location for the tree nursery.      
 
°Agenda item for discussion:  DCCF Grant Update 
Joan Umano stated that the Harvesting Our Future community meeting went well.  She provided an 

overview of the meeting and stated that the deadline for phase two of the grant process is February 1, 

2019.  The award amount will be $10,000.00 and Umano, Constant and Marion will meet in January, 

2019 to work on the grant and formulate distribution amounts for the individual groups. Ms. Umano 

stated that the Harvesting Our Future group may look into becoming a 501(c)3 nonprofit in order to gain 

access to more grant money and funding.              
  
PLANNING COMMISSIONER COMMENTS, PROJECT UPDATES AND OTHER INFORMATION 
None.   
 
ADJOURMENT 
Motion:  Jerry Bahl moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm.  Russ Kula seconded the motion.  Voice 
Vote:  All members voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Russ Kula, Chairman Elizabeth Losiniecki, Village Clerk 
 


