
VILLAGE OF HINCKLEY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 2, 2023 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
Chairman Pritchard called the meeting to order at 7:00PM 

 
PRESENT:    
Chairman Robert Pritchard, Sharlene Thomason, Rebecca Von Drasek, Frank Bartels, Steven 

Kreitzer, Matt Bish,  - Quorum Established. 
 
ABSENT:         
None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  
Trustee, Russell Kula, & Members of the Public. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
The Pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited.     
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
None. 
 
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES PRESENTATION & VOTE:   
Approval of the Minutes from the July 17, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting.   
Member Kreitzer made the motion to approve the corrected minutes ( by removing the word 
“three” and replacing it with the word “Trees” in the last sentence of the discussion of the 
landscape ordinance) which was seconded by Member Bartels.   
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Robert Pritchard- Aye, Sharlene Thomason – Aye, Rebecca Von Drasek – Aye, Frank Bartels  - Aye, 
Steven Kreitzer – Aye,  Matt Bish – Aye, motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Discussion of Possible Uses Between North View Street & the Elementary School. 
After handing out an aerial map of the concrete plant,  Chairman Pritchard advised he has 
spoken with a Hinckley business owner who has friends that might be interested in starting a 
business at the concrete plant.  The business would be not concrete & not necessarily 
residential.  Member Thomason asked, wouldn’t that question be addressed when they ask for 
a change.  Member Von Drasek related if they are not talking about housing she does not know 
of any other good fits since the property is located next to a school.   Chairman Pritchard asked 



the members if they had any vision on how to use the property.  Member Kreitzer related the 
area might work as a possible childcare facility so the wooded area can be utilized.      
    
OLD BUSINESS: 
Discussion / Recommendation To Present the Village Board the 2023 Comprehensive Plan & 
Map: 
Chairman Pritchard asked the members if any changes were needed for the Comprehensive 
Plan prior to submission to the Village Board.  Member Von Drasek advised she attended a 
Comprehensive Plan seminar and Hinckley’s Comprehensive Plan is in line with current 
standards.   It is important to keep the document current and refresh every few years.  
Chairman Pritchard advised internet providers EarthLink &  KWISP Wireless need to be 
removed since they no longer provide a service in Hinckley.   
Chairman Pritchard related details were added to Natural Resources & Community Facilities 
section and asked for comments; none provided. 
Chairman Pritchard stated since there were no additions or corrections needed he would like a 
vote to present the Village Board the 2023 Comprehensive Plan & Map.  Steven Kreitzer made 
the motion to present the Village Board the Comprehensive Plan & Map which was seconded 
by Matt Bish. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Chairman Robert Pritchard – Aye, Sharlene Thomason – Aye, Rebecca Von Drasek – Aye, Frank 
Bartels – Aye, Steven Kreitzer – Aye, Matt – Aye, Motion Carried. 
 
Discussion / Recommendation to Present the Village Board the Proposed Landscape 
Ordinance: 
Member Kreitzer advised he did not put in the enforcement clause, but thought the first 
offense should be a warning then a $100 fine per day for violations.   
Chairman Pritchard asked Member Kreitzer to possibility change the verbiage to a 10’ minimum 
setback.  Chairman Pritchard liked the reference to the site triangle & asked if there should be a 
subdivision landscaping plan. Member Von Drasek related a subdivision landscaping plan may 
be needed for both residential and commercial.   
Chairman Pritchard asked if  A-2 is requiring 60% coverage for the front of the building.  
Member Kreitzer advised the front wall of the building would need to be covered by some type 
of landscaping.  Member Von Drasek suggested (on certain projects) including a landscape 
architect with a plan review by a  civil engineer.  The landscape architect should use the 
ordinance for guidance.   
Chairman Pritchard asked for clarification on the size of the replacement tress. 
 Member Kreitzer advised he will address the verbiage of his ordinance. 
Member Von Drasek suggested the board take more time to develop the ordinance.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Discussion / Update on Economic Development Grant: 
Chairman Pritchard advised the grant was $20,000.00, of which $14,000.00 is allocated for the 
assistant.  To date the assistant has been paid $9000.00. Part of the grant stipulated a flyer or 
permanent piece; Rachael is thinking of creating a magnet which would reference the 
hinckleyhub website.  Also, she will visit with local businesses so they can utilize the website for 
business promotions.  
 
 
Discussion / Update on Solar Garden: 
Chairman Pritchard meet with Arnie Schramel who advised ComEd is questioning  the 
transformer size needed at the high school.  The solar company is negotiating with both ComEd 
& the High School to determine the required  transformer size.   
Nothing was mentioned about the railroad approval.   
Arnie is optimistic that construction will begin in the spring of 2024.  Arney advised the layout is  
larger than presented but fits within the village footprint.  There will be approx. 130’ clearance 
on the west side of the solar field. This adjustment should not hinder the proposed green space.   
 
 
PLANNING COMMISION COMMENTS, PROJECT UPDATES, OTHER INFORMATION:      
Chairman Pritchard attended the Aurora Area Convention & Visitors Bureau  meeting where he 
met with the new State of Illinois tourism director. The director shared the impact of Aurora 
tourism, 1.5 million visitors, 2.56 million sales impact, 505,000 website views, 268 million visitor 
spending, 13million local tax receipts, 3000 plus hospitality jobs.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None  
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
Member Bish made the motion for an all-in favor vote to adjourn the meeting which was 
seconded by Member Von Drasek. 
    
MAJORITY VOTE: 
Robert Pritchard – Aye, Matt Bish – Aye, Rebecca Von Drasek – Aye, Sharlene Thomason – Aye. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________                                                  ___________________________ 
Chairman, Robert Pritchard                                                            Deputy Clerk, John P. Weibler 
      
     



          


