VILLAGE OF HINCKLEY
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 6, 2025

CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Pritchard called the meeting to order at 7:00PM

PRESENT:
Chairman Robert Pritchard, Sharlene Thomason, Rebecca Von Drasek, Eddie Cullins, Matt Bish, Quorum

Established.
ABSENT: Tim Sellers and Frank Bartels

ALSO PRESENT:
Mike Constant, Trustee & Members of the Public.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
The Pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited.

PUBLIC COMMENT (Agenda Items Only):
None.

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES PRESENTATION & VOTE:

Approval of the Minutes from the November 7, 2024 Planning Commission Meeting.

Chairman Pritchard asked for a motion to approve the November 4, 2024 Planning Commission Meeting
Minutes as written; Member, Matt Bish made the motion to approve which was seconded by Member, Eddie
Cullins.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
Robert Pritchard- Aye, Sharlene Thomason — Aye, Rebecca Von Drasek — Aye, Eddie Cullins — Aye, Matt Bish —
Aye, motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Watershed Study Resolution — Bob informed the Commission that the Village Board passed the resolution, and
the document will now be sent to the County so that Hinckley will be considered for the next round of
applications for the 604b study. Discussion followed with regards to field tile and drainage ditches.

84 Lumber Annexation Site Plans - 84 has sent the new site plans but none of the other requirements have
been met. Correct paperwork is needed before any consideration can take place.

NEW BUSINESS:

Action Items from the Comprehensive Plan — Bob opened it up for discussion, asking the Commission for their
thoughts on any ideas or strategies to complete some of the goals stated in the plan. Discussion followed with
regards to festivals, improving the downtown area, expanding industrial development land, developing the
land by the water treatment facility and marketing Hinckley with the Aurora Area Chamber of Commerce and
Visitors Bureau. Rebecca reminded the group that the Watershed Study is to improve our natural resources.



"

Assistance from DeKalb County Economic Development Corporation — Bob has met with Melissa Amedeo,
Executive Director, and informed the Commission of the enormous experience and ideas she has to help
improve the economic growth of DeKalb County and Hinckley. “Opportunity Unbound” uses available data
tools for business growth and economic development. Discussion followed regarding a TIF district and then
discussing downtown property owners. The Commission is concerned that there is no code enforcement
within the village and wondered if we can have someone who specifically handles this or hire our inspection
company to do so.

Mike reminded the Commission that the DeKalb County Community Foundation does have grants that might
help Hinckley with some improvements and Bob stated that he will invite Melissa to a future meeting.

Uses in Zoning Districts - The current listing was converted to an Excel file and some errors/omissions were
found. It was the consensus of the Commission to make the following change recommendations to the Village
Board for their approval:

Automatic Teller Machines —Zoned S in B3

Dairy Products —Zoned P in B1, B2, B3 and Zoned Sin 11

Delete the first line of Non-Commercial Research Facility

Add Electric Vehicle Charging Station —Zoned P in B3 and |1 and Zoned S in B1

PLANNING COMMISION COMMENTS, PROJECT UPDATES, OTHER INFORMATION:

Comments — Eddie Cullins listed some concerns he has heard from the residents, including the need for a print
newspaper, better signage for our downtown businesses, and sidewalks that connect to Caseys and Dollar
General for the safety of walkers. Rebecca asked if the Planning Commission could ask the Village Board to
consider sidewalks in that area and possibly add to the appropriations in May.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Larry Menz addressed the Commission. He stated that the sidewalks are needed but advised against putting
them on the south side of Rt 30. He also commented on the downtown building owners and the concern of
tax amount and losing businesses in the future.

Russ Kula stated that he had spoken with Interim President Sarah Quirk several months ago regarding EV
Charging Stations possibly by the new library site and at village hall.

ADJOURNMENT:
Chairman Pritchard asked for a motion to adjourn, Member Eddie Cullins made the motion to adjourn which

was seconded by Member Matt Bish.

MAJORITY VOTE:
Chairman Robert Pritchard — Aye, Sharlene Thomason — Aye, Rebecca Von Drasek — Aye, Eddie Cullins — Aye,

Matt Bish — Aye, Majority Vote Carried.
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